The animal facilities available at UNC-CH are provided through the Division of Laboratory Animal Medicine (DLAM). The DLAM supports research in animal facilities on and off the UNC-CH campus. Federal and foundation funding sponsors over $60 million in essential animal research on the UNC-CH campus conducted by the Schools of Medicine, Dentistry, Public Health, Pharmacy as well as the Departments of Biology, Chemistry and Psychology. The DLAM supplies daily care to approximately 65,000 animals (98% of which are rodents) in animal facilities totaling 85,000 square feet of space and over 200 animal rooms. Facilities vary from 1,500 to 20,000 net square feet in size, with the majority in the 5,000 to 14,000 net square foot range. As a result of this decentralized approach, most investigators find their animals conveniently located in buildings housing their laboratory space. The animal facility is Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (AAALAC) approved and under the supervision of John Bradfield, DVM, PhD. Four veterinarians, one post-doctoral veterinarian and four veterinary technicians provide the bulk of the Division’s animal health care services. In addition, over sixty laboratory animal technicians furnish a humane, healthy and comfortable environment for the animals under their charge, exceeding all prevailing national standards for care. Support facilities are present within UNC-CH including an animal models core, mouse histopathology core, animal clinical chemistry and gene expression facility, metabolic phenotyping core, among others.
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