The UNC Perinatal Database, among the first comprehensive computerized obstetric databases in the country, was created in 1996 to establish and maintain an ongoing record of care and outcomes for UNC patients. Clinical information of over 50,000 deliveries at the UNC Women’s Hospital have been captured in this database since its inception. This database is used for clinical operations, for research, and for quality control. For each antepartum admission, and after delivery and discharge, complete details of the admission including prenatal care, antepartum problems, events in labor and delivery, complications of labor and delivery, procedures, medications received, outcomes, infant data, postpartum procedures, and discharge instructions are abstracted from Epic by experienced obstetrical nurses. A data entry specialist enters the resulting datasets into a relational database. The Health Information Director at the UNC Center for Maternal Infant Health supervises the UNC Perinatal Database entry team. The database is maintained in Microsoft SQL Server and housed on a hospital server. Data are backed up nightly. Every month, for quality control purposes, range and consistency checks are performed to identify and correct irregularities or missing values. A delivery report with obstetrical statistics is then produced. Programming support is available to researchers who wish to conduct analyses from the database.
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