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128. Lentz A, Wallen E, Pruthi RS Robotic-assisted laparoscopic radical cystectomy: 

initial experience and operative outcomes. American Urological Association, 

Southeastern Section. March 10, 2007. Orlando, Florida. 

 

129. Lentz A, Sands M, Kouba E, Wallen E, Pruthi RS Stomal complications in 

patients undergoing radical cystectomy and ileal conduit urinary diversion for 
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130. Miller J, Bhalani V, Wallen E, Pruthi RS Expectant management of patients with 
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term impact and recovery of health-related quality of life (HRQOL) in men 

undergoing Robotic-assisted laparoscopic radical prostatectomy (RALRP) VS. open 

radical prostatectomy (ORP). American Urological Association, Southeastern 

Section. March 10, 2007. Orlando, Florida. 
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200. Wallen EM and Terris MK. Comparison of lateral sextant biopsies to standard 
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Association Western Section poster session. 1998 Hawaii. 
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cells. 25
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203. Wallen EM and Gill H. Multifocal Angiomyolipoma. 24
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 Annual Northern 
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204. Jabour BA, Choi J, Hawkins RA, Wallen E, Lufkin RB, Hanafee WN. PET of the 
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Videos 

 

1. Pruthi RS, Wallen E. Robotic-assisted laparoscopic radical cystoprostatectomy.  

Surgery-in-Motion. European Urology. February, 2008. 

 

2. Pruthi RS, Wallen E. Robotic-assisted laparoscopic radical cystoprostatectomy. 

Intuitive Corporation. January, 2008. 

 

3. Pruthi RS, Stefaniak H, Wallen EM.  Robot-assisted laparoscopic anterior pelvic 

exenteration for bladder cancer in women.  J of Endourology, Part B, 

Videourology,  2007; DOI:10.1089/vid.209.056. 

 

 

Other works (non-refereed) 

 

1. Carson CC, Hubbard JS, Wallen E. Erectile dysfunction and treatment of 

carcinoma of the prostate. Curr Urol Rep, 2005; 6(6):461-9. 

 

2. Stefaniak HM, Wallen E, Pruthi RS The contribution of race to prostate cancer 

outcome-tumor biology versus socioeconomic and behavioral factors. 

Contemporary Urology, April 2005;66-70. 

 

 

Teaching Record 

 
Course Director 

 

UNC  

 

UNC Medical School, MS II. Urinary System. Urology Section 2004-present 

 

Outside UNC 

 

Lumenis course, Holmium Laser Ablation of the Prostate, in conjunction with Southeast 

Section of AUA. March 5, 2005 

 

Co-Director Ethicon course, Advanced Urologic Laparoscopy. Chapel Hill, NC February 

5-6, 2005 
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Visiting Professorships 

 

First Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical University, Nanjing, China, December 1-8, 

2010. 

 

Hospital Hermanos Amejeiras, Havana, Cuba, January 19-27, 2006. 

 

Lectures 

 

Students 

 

MS IV Capstone urology dissection, February 28, 2011 

 

MS III 

 

February 17, 2009, urologic cancers 

December 9, 2008, urologic cancers 

March 31, 2008, urologic cancers 

February 4, 2008, urologic cancers 

October 1, 2007, urologic cancers 

November 6, 2006, urologic cancers 

July 10, 2006, urologic cancers 

May 16, 2006, urologic cancers 

February 7, 2006, urologic cancers 

November 21, 2005, urologic cancers 

September 27, 2005, urologic cancers 

June 9, 2005, urologic cancers 

December 6, 2004, urologic cancers 

September 27, 2004, urologic cancers 

 

Urology lecture to UNC Interns, May 4, 2006 

Lecturer-medical students, urology residents on urologic surgery. Dartmouth University 

Medical School, urolithiasis, BPH, prostate cancer. 2000-2003 

 

 

 

Grand Rounds 

 

UNC 

 

“Urologic Robotic Surgery.”  Department of Surgery Grand Rounds, May 31, 2006 

 

“Robotic-Assisted Radical Prostatectomy” UNC Foundation, August 9,2005 
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“Kidney Cancer Trends”. Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Committee, Chapel Hill, 

NC. June 1,2005 

 

“Kidney Cancer: The Urologic Diseases in America Project”. Department of Surgery 

Grand Rounds. Chapel Hill, NC. April 6,2005 

 

“Laparoscopy in Urology”. Grand Rounds, UNC Department of Surgery. 

 August 18,2003 

 

 

Outside UNC 

 

“Live Surgery Demonstration – Robotic Prostatectomy”.  First Affiliated Hospital of 

Nanjing Medical Center, Nanjing, China.  December 3, 2010. 

 

“Robotic Prostatectomy”.  First Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical University, 

Nanjing, China.  December 2, 2010. 

 

“Urologic Robotic Surgery.”  Hospital Hermanos Amejeiras, Havana, Cuba. January 20, 

2006. 

 

“Laparoscopy in Urology”.  Hospital Hermanos Amejeiras, Havana, Cuba. January 21, 

2006. 

 

“Prostate Cancer”. AHEC, Rutherford, NC. June 7, 2005 

 

“Laparoscopic and Robotic Prostatectomy”. Chapel Hill Prostate Cancer Support Group. 

Chapel Hill, NC. April 6,2005 

 

“Laparoscopic Prostatectomy”. Prostate Cancer Support Group Meeting. Keene, New 

Hampshire. February 26,2001 

 

Continuing Education Lecture 

 

UNC 

 

“Prostate Cancer and PSA in 2012”.  10
th

 Annual Landes Symposium.  June 22, 2012. 

 

“Management of the Small Renal Mass:  Robotic Partial Nephrectomy”.  9
th

 Annual 

Landes Symposium.  June 17, 2011. 

 

“HIFU”.   Eighth Annual Landes Symposium.  June 25, 2010. 

 

“Robotics in Malignancies of the Kidney, Prostate and Bladder.  Seventh Annual Landes 

Symposium.  June 19, 2009. 
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“Robotic Surgery: The UNC Experience” Fourth Annual Landes Symposium, Saturday, 

June 24,2006 

 

 

 

Outside UNC 

 

“Trials for Treatment of Erectile Dysfunction After Radical Prostatectomy” Dinner talk, 

Raleigh, NC. August 5,2005 

 

“An Update on Erectile Dysfunction” Dinner talk, Raleigh, NC, July 21,2005 

 

“Erectile Dysfunction After Prostatectomy”. Pfizer. Raleigh, NC. May 19,2005 

 

“Urology Review”. National Association of Physician Assistants. Durham, NC.  

February 23,2005 

 

“Emerging Techniques & Treatments in Radical Prostatectomy Surgery”. Eastern North 

Carolina AUA meeting. Greenville, NC. June 8,2004 

 

“Laparoscopic Technology and Radical Prostatectomy”. Video Forum: Innovations in 

Urology. New England Section of American Urological Association. Boston, 

Massachusetts. September 13,2002 

 

“Laparoscopic Prostatectomy”. Essential Facts About Prostate Cancer: What Every Man 

Should Know. Montpelier, Vermont. September 15,2001 

 

Co-Chairman of Symposium: Essential Facts About Prostate Cancer: What Every Man 

Should Know. Montpelier, Vermont. September 15,2001 

 

“Laparoscopy in Urology”. Continuing Medical Education Lecture. Rutland, Vermont. 

October 25,2001 

 

Clinical Teaching 

Clinical Teaching-urology residents. UNC School of Medicine. 8/03-present 

 

Clinical Teaching-urology residents. Dartmouth University Medical School. 8/00-6/03 

 

 

Preceptor for Student/Resident Research Projects 

 

Residents 

 

Kris Gaston, M.D. - Survey of Health Outcomes in Patients Undergoing Urologic 

Surgery (2003 – 2006) 
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Jeremy Hubbard, M.D. – Hand-assisted laparoscopic nephrectomy for large renal tumors 

(2005) 

 

Heather Stefaniak, M.D. – Use of tadalafil in preservation of erectile function after nerve 

sparing radical prostatectomy (2004 – present) 

 

Chris Tornehl, MD – Case report of a patient with bilateral renal tumors of different 

histopathology (2004) 

 

Chris Tornehl, M.D. - Partial nephrectomy with fibrin glue repair: measurement of 

vascular and pelvicaliceal bond integrity in a live porcine and isolated abbatoir animal 

model (2003-2004). 

 

Sean McLaughlin, M.D. – Upstaging Associated with primary vs. Delayed Cystectomy in 

Bladder Cancer (2003-2004) 

 

Chris Tornehl, M.D. – The role of COX-2 inhibitors in renal cell carcinoma– in vivo and 

immunohistochemical study (2003-2004) 

 

Aubrey Evans, M.D. - Study of Prostate Cancer Knowledge and Other Health-related 

Activities of Spouses of Men with Prostate Cancer (2003-2004) 

 

Chris Tornehl, M.D. - Study of Prostate Cancer Screening and Other Health-related 

Activities of Siblings of Men with Prostate Cancer (2003-2004) 

 

Chris Tornehl, M.D. – Clinical Use of Fibrin Tissue Sealants During Partial 

Nephrectomy (2003) 

 

Kris Gaston, M.D. – Study of Prostate Cancer Screening and Other Health-related 

Activities of Siblings of Men with Prostate Cancer (2002-2003) 

 

Students 

 

Kris Gunn, B.S. - Laparoscopic Partial and radical Nephrectomy: characterization of 

successful outcomes and reasons for open conversion. (2005-present). 

 

Kris Gunn, B.S. - Evaluation of possible racial differences in patients receiving androgen 

deprivation therapy for prostate cancer (2005-present) 

 

Erik Kouba, B.S. - Partial nephrectomy with fibrin glue repair: measurement of vascular 

and pelvicaliceal bond integrity in a live porcine and isolated abbatoir animal model 

(2003-2004). 
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Attending on Clinical Service 

 

Attending-urology clinical service. UNC School of Medicine 8/03-present 

 

Attending-urology clinical service. Dartmouth University Medical School. 8/00-6/03 

 

 

Grants 
 

Active 

 

Wallen EM, Investigator.  “PE0814 Performance evaluation of the AMS 

CONTINUUMTM device in facilitating vesico-urethral anastomosis following a radical 

prostatectomy.”  American Medical Systems.  2/5/2010 – 2/4/2013.  2%, $7,422. 

 

Completed 

 

Wallen EM, Investigator.  “G050103 EDAP Ablatherm integrated imaging High 

Intensity Focused Ultrasound (HIFU) indicated for treatment of low risk, localized 

prostate cancer.”  EDAP Technomed, Inc.  10/16/2008 – 10/15/2011.  17%, $130,631. 

 

Wallen EM, Co-investigator, Sheikh A, Investigator.  “Wilex WX/20-001 A 

comparative study of PET/CT versus Diagnostic CT for the detection of clear cell renal 

cell carcinoma in pre-surgical patients with renal masses using iodine-124 labeled 

chimeric G250.”  INC Research Inc.  9/17/2008 – 9/16/2011.  1%,  $17,283.  

 

Wallen EM, Co-investigator, Pfizer S, Investigator.  “Deformable mapping of MRI and 

MRSI data to TRUS images to guide prostate biopsy.”  National Cancer Institute.  

9/24/2008 – 8/31/2011.  10%, $186,146. 

 

Wallen EM, Principal Investigator.  “A Double-Blind, Randomized, Placebo–

Controlled, Single-Center, Efficacy and Safety Study of the Effect of Cialis
®  

(Tadalafil) 

Usage in the Immediate Post-operative Period on the Preservation of Erectile Function in 

Men Undergoing Bilateral, Nerve Sparing, Radical Prostatectomy.” Eli Lilly and 

Company.  11/01/06-7/23/10, 15%, $17,718 

 

Co-Investigator; Pruthi RS, Principal Investigator. “A Phase III Trial of Selenium for 

Prostate Cancer”. Subcontract with the University of Arizona-National Cancer Institute 

11/1/98-7/31/07, (2.00%), $7,593 

 

Co-Investigator; Mishel M, Principal Investigator. “Decision-making and Uncertainty in 

Men Diagnosed with Prostate Cancer”. National Institutes of Health. 09/30/02-06/30/07. 

2.00% (non-funded position) $228,873 

 

Co-Investigator; Rathmell WK, Principal Investigator. “A Phase I/II Study to Examine 

the Safety, Feasibility, Immunological Response and Measures of Clinical Antitumor 
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Activity After Administering Unselected, Autologous Novel Vaccine in Patients with 

Metastatic Renal Cell Carcinoma”. Merix Inc. 02/10/04-02/10/07, 2.00%, non-funded, 

$35,226. 

 

Co-Investigator; Mohler JL, Principal Investigator. “A Phase II Chemoprevention Trial 

of Selenium and Prostate Cancer”. Department of Defense. 6/30/00-Present, 2.00%, 

position non-funded. 

 

Co-Investigator; Rathmell WK, Principal Investigator. “An Open-Label, Non-

Comparative Treatment Protocol for the Use of Sorafenib in Patients with Advanced 

Renal Cell Carcinoma”. Bayer Inc. 09/22/05-09/21/06, 2.00%, non-funded. 

 

Wallen EM, Principal Investigator, “Quantitative GST-P1 Methylation Biopsy Tissue 

Testing to Improve the Accuracy of Cancer Detection in Men at High Risk for Prostate 

Cancer. Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center/OncoMethylome Sciences Inc. 

1/24/2005 – 1/23/2007. 5.00%, $2086. 

 

Co-Investigator; Whang Y, Principal Investigator. “A Phase III, Randomized, Double-

Blind, Placebo-Controlled Study of the Safety and Efficacy of 10mg Atrasentan in Men 

with Non-Metastatic, Hormone-Refractory Prostate Cancer”. Abbott Laboratories. 

05/10/02-11/10/05. 2.00% Non-funded position, $29,417. 
 

Professional Service 
  

Discipline 

 

Society of Urologic Chairpersons and Program Directors, 2010- present 

Reviewer, Journal of Palliative Care, 2010- present 

Society of Urologic Oncology, 2010- present 

Society of University Urologists, 2010 - present 

Reviewer, Expert Opinion on Pharmacotherapy, 2007 – present 

Triangle Urological Society, 2006-present 

South East Section, American Urological Association, Reviewer for Scientific 

Committee, 2006- present 

Reviewer, Journal of Endourology, 2005-present  

Reviewer, Journal of Urology, 2004-present 

American College of Surgeons Oncology Group, 2004-present 

Southeast Section-American Urological Association, 2003-present 

American College of Surgeons, 2003-present 

Faculty, American Urological Association National Hand-Assisted Laparoscopy Course 

July 2003-present 

American Urological Association, 1998-present 

Society of Endourology, 2002-present 

New Hampshire Urology Association 

New Hampshire Medical Society 
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Within UNC 

 

Committee Member, GMEC Curriculum Subcommittee, 2012 – present 

 

Committee Member, School of Medicine Strategic Planning Committee, 2012 – present 

 

Program Director, Urology Residency Program, UNC, 2011 – present 

 

Committee Member, GMEC, 2010 - present 

 

Member, UNC Academy of Educators, 2009 - present 

 

Executive Member, Computer and Robotic Enhanced Surgery Center (CARES), 2008-

present 

 

Member, Emerging Technology Subcommittee of the Credentials Committee – UNC 

Hospitals, 11/07 – present 

 

Associate Member, Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center- UNC School of Medicine 

November, 2004-present 

 

Director, Urologic Laparoscopy. 2003-present 

 

Member, Laparoscopic Institute of North Carolina. UNC School of Medicine.  

July 2000-present 

 

Associate Program Director, Urology Residency Program, UNC, 2010 - 2011 

 

Member, Fringe Benefit Committee – UNC P&A, 8/07 – 2009 

 

Member, TCE & Renal Cell Carcinoma Working Group – UNC School of Public Health, 

2007 – 2009 

 

Chair, Landes Symposium – UNC Urology, 1/06 – 6/08 

 

Co-Chairman, Technology Committee. UNC School of Medicine. 6/04-06/07 

 

Member Surgical Endoscopy Committee. UNC School of Medicine.  

August 2003-March 2004 

 

Clinical Firsts 

 

Development of robotic surgery program at UNC. Training of first residents nationally to 

full robotic competence for prostatectomy and pyeloplasty. 
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Reflective Statement 

Eric M. Wallen, M.D. 

 

“Life is short, art is long” 

Hippocrates 

 

As I reflect on my roles here at UNC-Chapel Hill, I recall these famous words of 

Hippocrates—my “Hippocratic Quote”—that describe my role as a physician in an 

academic institution.  Artists and writers through the ages have usurped these words to 

exemplify the timelessness of art, yet the art of medicine is equally valuable and, indeed, 

immortal. 

 

Teaching is the most satisfying aspect of my career, and all of my clinical and academic 

activity involves teaching in some form.  I am involved with teaching medical students at 

all levels, residents in urology, and peers practicing urology in academia and private 

practice.  I also spend a large amount of time teaching patients about their disease. 

 

The most gratifying aspect of my job is functioning as a teacher for urology residents.  

Just this year I was selected by the Department of Surgery, the office of Graduate 

Medical Education, and the Division of Urology to assume the responsibilities of 

Program Director for Urology at UNC.  This represents the achievement of a major 

career goal for me.    

 

I have a close mentoring relationship with resident  physicians in the formative phase of 

their careers, and find that I can function as a role model in many ways.  This role 

includes the way I live my life—residents certainly observe and learn from my 

interactions with patients, with other physicians, with support staff, and with them.  

Although I am not frequently conscious of this role, it may be the most important aspect 

of my role as a teacher.  I believe it crucial that residents work with teachers who display 

integrity, compassion, professionalism and honesty. 
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Just as important is the transmission of technical skills, and the facilitation of developing 

clinical ability. In my role as a surgical instructor, where I am very conscious of my role 

as a teacher.  To my great satisfaction I have successfully trained several residents to 

perform complex laparoscopic surgeries, procedures that most surgeons require further 

training beyond residency.  Once practicing on their own, these residents often contact 

me to recall our interactions as teacher and pupil and to express their gratitude. 

 

There are many phases in the training of a surgeon.  My goal, and those of the urology 

program, is to provide training appropriate to the level of the learner.  Early in my 

interaction with residents, I try to impress upon them the importance of what happens 

before the patient reaches the operating room—patient selection, counseling, and 

alignment of expectations regarding surgery.  Concomitantly the resident is taking on a 

limited role in the operating room, where I can instruct them in the basic technical 

principles of surgery.   I have been working towards bringing more animate labs and 

simulation into our curriculum to help residents along this path.  Later in surgical training 

my role as a teacher is to push the resident towards mastery—they must be able to 

complete the entire operation, and they must be able to handle the unexpected or adverse 

event during the operation.  During this time I begin to hold my own responses in check 

to allow the resident to experience the initial responses to a dynamic situation.  There is a 

perceptible joy apparent when the junior level resident successfully completes even the 

simplest operation.  As residency goes on, the sense of accomplishment remains 

perceptible with increasingly complex operations.  I always enjoy watching residents 

progress through this last phase of learning. 

 

As program director I am grateful for the opportunity to pursue curricular development 

for resident education, and look forward to a larger role in the institution by participating 

in GME and Academy of Educator activities.  I look forward to the future challenges in 

medical education, and expect to have a lasting impact at UNC. 

 


